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FTPML ANNUAL MEETING —
June 9, 7:30 pm! In the Library
KEVIN BLACKISTONE
FEATURED SPEAKER

National sports columnist Kevin Blackistone will be the featured speaker at the Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland
Library's annual membership meeting. The annual meeting
will take place Thursday, June 9, at 7:30 p.m. in the Children’s Room at the Takoma Park Maryland Library. The event
is free and open to the public. The presentation will be followed by a Q&A and board elections.
Kevin is a sports columnist for The
Washington Post, a visiting professor
at the Philip Merrill College of Journalism at the University of Maryland,
a panelist on ESPN's "Around the
Horn," a sports roundtable television
show, and a regular contributor to National Public Radio. Kevin has written
thought-provoking columns and journal articles about the intersection of
race, sports, and the media. Featuring a
local literary talent at the annual meeting is a long-time
FTPML tradition, and the Friends are excited to have Kevin
continue the tradition this year.
After the presentation, there will be a very brief membership
meeting to hold elections for the board. Any member of the
Friends whose dues are current may be a candidate for office
and may vote. Members interested in joining the board
should send an email and brief biography
to Ftpmlvolunteer1@gmail.com. Nominations also will be
taken from the floor at the annual meeting.
FTPML has been active in fundraising and advocacy for the library
since 1994. For information about activities sponsored by the Friends
and the many programs we support, visit http://www.ftpml.org.
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capital project would not be available to help vulnerable city residents
impacted by the pandemic. As
things stand, the city has allocated
$2.2 million for revenue loss reimbursement, for administrative purposes related to ARPA spending, for
emergency rental assistance support,
for food insecurity grants and for
other purposes. In March of this
year, City Council passed an ordinance to guide a multi-year spending
plan for the remaining $15.2 million
of ARPA funds. Among other
by Maurice Belanger & Jessica Jones
things, that ordinance allocates $500,000 for emergency
rental assistance, $600,000 for mental health crisis counselors, $300,000 in grants for small businesses and $2.3 million in cash payments directly to vulnerable residents. The
Since our last update on library renovation in this newsletter, Council put a hold on $4 million for the library project,
you may have noticed that construction of the new library
pending more information about project costs.
has not yet started. But work is being done to move us toward a new library! Here is the latest news.
City Council recently passed the city’s Fiscal Year 2023
budget, which includes $7.5 million for the library project.
In August of last year, the city received a construction cost
This tranche of funds will come from the bond issued in
estimate totaling $8.4 million. At that time, 90% of the con- 2017, and from the cable grants. The $4 million in ARPA
struction drawings had been completed. In January of 2022, funds for the library, if finally approved, will go into the
the city’s newly-hired construction management firm, ArFiscal 2024 budget.
cadis, updated the construction cost estimates based on
100% of the construction drawings being completed. The
January estimate was considerably higher, $11.2 million.
Meanwhile, nearly all of the permits necessary to proceed
with the project have been obtained. Design work has been
completed. The city has sent out “Requests for QualificaMost of the jump in estimated cost is explained by what’s
tions” (RFQs), and contractors who proved themselves qualhappened in the construction market since the economy re- ified to build our library were sent a Request for Proposal
bounded as the pandemic ebbed. Supply chain disruptions
(RFP). Proposals are expected back in June, and bids will be
and shortages of a variety of construction materials have led reviewed by City Council in July, before Council’s August
to significant cost increases.
recess. If Council gives the green light, construction will
begin late August/early September.
With the new cost estimates, funds previously set aside for
the project — a $7 million bond issued in 2017 and $2.5
million in Cable Capital Grants — will be insufficient.
Meanwhile, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA), to help states and localities economically impacted
by the pandemic, and city staff recommended that $4 million
of Takoma Park’s $17.5 million allotment be set aside to
cover the gap in funding for the library project.
There was some controversy in the community over this request, as residents were concerned that funds held for this

Once construction begins, library staff will work to keep
materials and services as accessible as possible. Books to Go
will continue. But exactly where the collection will be located will depend on whether there is room in the budget after
the construction bids come in. If there are sufficient funds, a
commercial space will be rented that will allow one central
location for the library’s collection. If not, the library will
use existing city facilities, but that will mean that children’s
books, for example, will be in a separate location than adult
fiction, nonfiction, etc. Stay tuned.
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Book Groups hosted by
Tim Rahn
Dates to Remember for
Book Groups:

The Friends of the Library’s Big Book Club—sometimes called the
Great Big Book Club—was founded in 2009 to discuss great works
of literature from the world written throughout history. After selecting a book, a scholar or expert on the author or the work presents a
lecture about the book to BBC participants. Discussion of the book
then continues over multiple sessions every other week.

July 7, Wednesday, 7:30
pm in the Hydrangea
Room of the Community
Center, Rhode Island Red

The BBC discusses a great book in the spring and fall of the year.
Recent discussions have included Vanity Fair by William Makepeace Thackery and Palace Walk by Naguib Mahfouz. In the past
the BBC has read War and Peace, Bleak House, Moby Dick, The
Iliad, Les Misérables, and the Book of Genesis.
For the fall of 2022, Big Book Club members have chosen The Aeneid by Virgil. The epic story of the Trojan hero Aeneas after the fall
of Troy, The Aeneid tells how Aeneas eventually finds his way to
Latium (present day Italy) by way of Carthage, and then successfully
fights the native tribes to found Rome. It is considered a
"foundational" work of the Western cannon. The time and place for
discussion of The Aeneid will be posted on ftpml.org when available.

Spanning country and time, the Friends Book Group has explored
literature through historical and contemporary fiction, mysteries
and science fiction, and graphic novels for more than 15 years. Authors have included Kenzaburo Oe, W. G. Sebald, Chinua Achebe,
and Mo Yan, as well as Mark Twain, Graham Greene, Willa Cather, and Margaret Atwood.
The FBG meets every other month for discussions. Occasionally,
books are selected by theme, for example, the group focused on
more current contemporary fiction one year. It has also read novels
with climate as a theme under the genre of Cli-Fi. The group recently read Little Scarlet by Walter Mosely, The Haunting of Hill
House by Shirley Jackson, and The Story of Lucy Gault by William
Trevor.
The Friends Book Group will next meet on Wednesday, July 7,
from 7:30 to 9:00 in the Hydrangea Room of the Community Center to discuss the mystery Rhode Island Red by Charlotte Carter.
Rhode Island Red introduces readers to busker Nanette Hayes, an
Afro-American jazz saxophonist. When Nan, as she is known,
awakes one morning to find a fellow busker she had befriended
dead on her kitchen floor, the mystery begins. Charlotte Carter
originally wrote the Nanette Hayes series in the 1990s. Rhode Island Red and two other novels from the series were republished
last year. The series is unique for its Black heroine and its depiction of race, class, and sexism.

Books for both the BBC and the FBG are available to borrow from
the library before the discussion. If you are interested in joining the
discussion and you do not receive Friends Book Group announcements, write to ftpmlbookgroup@gmail.com for details on joining.
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New Youth Services Manager!!
I am thrilled to introduce our new Youth Services Manager Librarian, Verónica Rivera-Negrón (she/her/ella), who started working
with us in January. Please help us welcome Verónica to Takoma
Park!
by Jessica Jones

¡Hola, Takoma Park! My
name is Verónica RiveraNegrón, and I will be serving
the city’s diverse communities
as the Library Manager for
Children and Young Adult
Services. I love stories. And I love them so much that the art of storytelling — whether it is through words, images, music, voice, or
movement — has shaped my career path and brought me to this
job. I have a BA in Theater and Journalism and an MFA in Performance as Public Practice. Through these degrees, I have learned to
do arts-based programming for children and teens. This means that
I use the arts as a tool for learning about other disciplines and for
socio-emotional skill-building. I have done this work in informal
education settings like museums and community centers throughout
the past 7 years. I am very excited to continue this work and learn a
lot from my new colleagues and community members at the Takoma Park Maryland Library! I have seen what the library has done to
inspire young people to love stories, and I look forward to continuing those efforts. Así que, ¡nos vemos pronto!

Summer Quest
Kickoff June
13!!!!
Theme:
Modern
Mythology

Photographs by Maurice Belanger

For information on events at the library, follow this online link!
Takoma Park Maryland Library – Events (engagedpatrons.org)

Page 5

Get Ready for Summer Quest
Something for Everyone
SummerQuest will follow last year's format. Families can pick up a game board
at the library to keep track of their summer reads. We are planning on having an
End-of-SummerQuest party with prizes for those who complete it — date and
time TBD.
This year's theme: Modern Mythology
Takoma Park Maryland Library SummerQuest reading program kicks off June
13!
In ancient days people told stories of powerful beings in control of natural forces.
Zeus and Thor were said to be the lords of Thunder; Poseidon was in charge of
the Sea, Loki the master of Trickery and Magic. But what beings might be in
charge of modern forces? Satellites and advertising and traffic may have incarnations that assist or trouble us. Find them!
SummerQuest is an interactive reading game for all ages from read-to-me to
adulthood. Players can pick up a character and game board from the front desk
staff. To move through the story, you read a different kind of book for each section of the game board (adventure, poetry, different cultures, etc).
The game finishes in the Fall. Happy reading!

Verónica Rivera-Negrón
she/her/ella
Library Manager for Children & Young Adult Services
Takoma Park Maryland Library
takomapark.info/library 301-891-7262 ¡Hablo español!

On March 27, the ELD (English Language
Development, formerly ESOL) Book Club met to discuss The Creepy
Case Files of Margo Maloo by Drew Weing. The book follows Charles
and his family as they move to a new city and his adventures when he
finds there is a troll living in the basement of his new building and then
meets Margo Maloo, “Monster Mediator.” The book offers an interesting
perspective on issues of displacement, adjustment, and cultural difference. Librarian Dave Burbank led an interesting discussion of the book,
while also drawing and bringing to life the book club members’ imaginary monsters. The next meeting of the ELD Book Club will be on June
10 to discuss Hilda and the Bird Parade by Luke Pearson.
by Gina Lambright

For information on events at the library, follow this online link!
Takoma Park Maryland Library – Events (engagedpatrons.org)
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By Cathy Surace

Our fall and spring
booksales generated about
$4700. With these funds,
FTPML was able to purchase new benches and
picnic tables for the library ($2200) and fund
weekly Spanish Circle
time programs ($2700), a
winter solstice program
($250), and honoraria for
two big book club speakers ($400). Thank you for
your support!

The tables and benches
allowed access to internet
services while the library
was closed, especially valuable for those without
those services.
Look for the next book
sale in the fall!!

Over the past year, FTPML has seen an increase in
our membership and in donations. In our annual report based on the time period from February 21,
2021 to March 31, 2022, our member households
increased from 67 to 86 families or individuals and
our annual donations totaled $8,169, up from just
$4,516 in the prior year. The donation total received a big boost from one generous Portland, Oregon grandmother who donated $2,500 in honor of
her two grandchildren who live in Takoma Park.
Just in the last month, after the reporting period
ended, 15 families or individuals joined or renewed
their Friends' membership at our annual Spring
book sale held on May 14, 2022.
The Friends' annual revenue is generated not only
by the donations we receive but also through two or
three annual book sales (fall, holiday, and
spring). We use this revenue to support library programs that would otherwise not be funded by the
City's budget or would have to be curtailed. These
include the popular SummerQuest, WinterQuest,
and Spanish Storytime, among many others. In the
past year the Friends was able to purchase outdoor
tables and benches for the library to use in outdoor
programming.
All FTPML members are welcome to attend our
monthly board meetings. If interested, please email
us at ftpmlvolunteer1@gmail.com. We welcome
any interest from members in joining the board as
we aim to ensure that there is a diverse group of
people with varied backgrounds and talents to contribute to the support of our library.
We hope this past year's trend of rising membership
and donations will continue. We appeal to our members and all Takoma Park or nearby residents to renew their membership or join the Friends for the
first time so our support for the library can continue.
We hope to see you at the library soon.

Become a member of the Friends! Your donations mean so much! They go towards funding so many activities in the Children’s room, from the two circle
times — Spanish & French — Summer and Winter Quest, Story-telling, and many
many others. If you’re considering giving to your community, please visit us at
http://www.ftpml.org.
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In walks around Takoma Park visit the Little
Free Libraries & Spring for Poetry Posters!

All Sponsored by FTPML with your Donations!
Seats on the board are open for election at the
annual meeting. You must be a member to vote.
Three board members are leaving: Frances
Nugent, Ruth Polk, Jennifer Ruark. One new
member, Lynn Hughes is up for election while
five members are up for reelection! Those board
members up for reelection appear in bold below!
Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland Library
101 Philadelphia Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912
Visit the Friends at www.ftpml.org
FTPML Board Members
Ariel Woods, President
Vacant, Vice President
Walter Mulbry, Treasurer
Mark Fisher, Secretary
Gina Lambright, Member at Large
Sonya Mallinoff, Member-at-Large & Newsletter Editor & Membership
Cathy Surace, Member at Large, Membership
Sawa Kamara, Member at Large
Amy Wadja, Member at Large

Jessica Jones, Ex-Officio Member, Director of the Takoma Park Maryland
Library

Favorite Poem Night
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Cathy Surace, Membership:
Has been a member of the
FTPML Board since March
2019. She works on membership and outreach to people
with disabilities and older residents,
as well as other Board activities.

Walter Mulbry Treasurer: I
joined the board in 2008 and
became treasurer in 2014. I’ve
been able to help by constructing little free libraries and reconstructing frames for the
Spring for Poetry posters.

Mark Fisher, Secretary: Was first elected in 2018. He has been
a resident of Ward Five in Takoma Park since 1984. As part of the
board, my primary active support of the FTPML has been the distribution of yard signs and other publicity.

Gina Lambright: Joined the FTPML board
in April 2019 . So many members of the Takoma Park community benefit tremendously
from all that the library has to offer. I hope to
be able to help support the library’s programs
and its important role in our community.

Sonya Mallinoff, Newsletter editor: I joined
the board several years ago to help carry the message of its vital importance to our community. I
do so through our semi annual newsletter! Hope
you enjoy!

Sawa Kamara: I helped collect books and funding for the African Library Project a few years ago. I believe our library is a vital
part of the community and would like to collaborate on some literacy projects such as “Reading Partners.”

Amy Wajda: The TPM Library is a vital
hub in Takoma Park. I have a special passion for using data for social good, and believe libraries are the linchpin of our shared
quest for the truth.

Ariel Woods, President: I moved to
Takoma Park in August of 2001, and
The library was the first place I went to
get my bearings.

Lynn Hughes. As a resident of Takoma Park since 1992, I have fond memories of our public library. Each of my three children were issued their first library cards there and many days were spent
combing the shelves. As a documentary filmmaker, I’ve relied on the archives of libraries across the
country for many projects. It’s often the smaller ones that have the richest treasures. I’d like to join the
library board as it moves into this important next phase during the proposed renovation. A thriving
library is integral to a community like ours. I volunteered many hours during the Silver Spring library
renovation — meeting with staff to discuss possibilities for building media assets into the new building and lobbying
the administration for additions the staff and community desired. My husband is a librarian at the Mary Riley Styles
library in Falls Church, where I watched as he and his staff planned and participated in a similar renovation at their
facility over the past several years. The results are beautiful and the new space has allowed them to offer more robust
services for their community. I fully expect the same for ours and would love to be a part of such an important undertaking.
Page 9

