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Happy 84th Birthday
Takoma Park MD
Library!

Children (and adults) of all ages
came to wish the Takoma Park
Maryland Library a happy 84th
birthday on July 9th. In addition to
feasting on lemonade and cake,
library patrons decorated birthday
cards with art and messages about
what the library means to them.
Some very creative and talented
Takoma Park kids shared their
praise for Spanish Circle Time,
Pajama Story Time, the Caldecott
Medal Reading Night, crafts, and the
library’s great collection of books.
It’s also important to highlight all
the thanks for Phil Shapiro, the selfproclaimed “Public
Geek” at the Takoma
Park Maryland Library.
Phil was mentioned on
THREE separate birthday cards!

FTPML has been active in fundraising and advocacy for the library
since 1994. For information about activities sponsored by the Friends
and the many programs we support, visit http://www.ftpml.org.
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Upcoming Dates:
•

Book Club Next Meetings — Big Book
club, Oct 23, 7:30 pm at Historic Takoma; The Poet X, Oct 16, 7:30 pm Hydrangea Room, TP Community Center

•

Book Sale — Saturday October 19, 10 am
— 3 pm

•

Spanish Circle Times — Thursdays, 10:30
am

•

French Circle Time — One Saturday a
month, 10:30 a.m. (call to register)
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Why Do We Need a New
Library?

Dear Friends of the
Library,
We are so thankful to
all of you who advocated for the library
renovation project, or
testified during a city
council meeting. You
were instrumental in
convincing the council
to move forward with
a 7-0 vote in favor of
an ordinance authorizing the design plan!!
Keep up the advocacy!
And we’ll keep you informed of the status of
the project.
—FTPML Board—

By Francis Nugent, President, Friends of Takoma Park Maryland Library

Without a new library building, the current space will eventually become
unusable as a public space. Unfortunately, our library has many deficiencies, and the problems will only continue to grow in the future.
The much needed renovation will ensure that our library will respond to
the needs of our community. Specifically, the library renovation project
will:
•

Provide community program and meeting rooms with AV capability;

•

Include computer rooms on site;

•

Provide appropriate space for children, young adults, and adults;

•

Use sustainable and LEED Certified design principals in the design
and operation;

•

Centralize staff to ensure that they can monitor all activity for a safe
and secure environment;

•

Visually and physically connect the library to the community center;

•

Maintain both the mosaic and the largest trees on site;

•

Address a number of deficiencies, including ADA noncompliance,
lack of sprinkler system, outdated HVAC and electric system, and
eliminate the wood roof framing, which presents a fire hazard.

How Does the Library
Help Our Community?

The Takoma Park Maryland Library enhances the quality of life
in TP. Our wonderful library serves residents of all ages, including a significant number of school and day care classes, offers
over 350 free programs per year, reading readiness for ESL
parents, book discussions for adults, extensive collections of
print and digital resources, Spanish and French programs, and
public access computer use with dedicated staff. Over 16,500 individuals use the library each year.
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Excerpt from Peter Kovar blog,
Councilman Ward 1:

Library Project. In our
last three Council meetings in July we had extensive discussions about the
library project. In our final meeting on July 31 the
Council voted unanimously to continue working with Greg Lukmire of
RR/MM Lukmire Architects, our chosen architectural firm, in a phased
process that will ensure we have additional opportunities to review and
vote on the project, rather than approving a contract for the bulk of the
architectural work all at once.
This link from my July 24 blog offers
a detailed summary of where things
stood prior to the July 31 meeting: http://
www.councilmemberkovar.com/
blog/2019/7/22/july-22-amp-24-city
-council-meeting-agendas.

By Ellen Arnold-Robbins

On July 31st, The City Council unanimously approved an ordinance
which authorized a phased approach to funding for a replacement
library. For that purpose, architect
Greg Lukmire submitted a proposal
with engineering and design components at a total cost not to exceed
$300,000.

People told of the role the library
had in their lives, and those of their
children. A documentary video,
filmed in the library by Gina Lambright and Kenneth Somodevilla,
was also viewed by the Council. It
featured a number of kids talking
about the library’s importance to
them, the range of books they found
This proposal advances the project and enjoyed, and how its central
location in the neighborhood was
through design development, and
establishes the flood plain implica- ideal for them. Prior to the meeting, letters of support for the project
tions for the final design. Subsewere submitted to the Council by
quent phases of the project will be
reviewed by the Council prior to ap- members of the Friends Board and
others.
proval.
Public comment at the July 31st
meeting included many statements
of support and affection for the
library by residents.

We are looking forward to work on
the library renovation project resuming in the very near future!

Thanks to a grant from the Takoma
Foundation, the Friends are excited
to continue the highly-regarded
PBES ESOL Book Club during the
2019-2020 school year!

By Anand Parikh

The library wrapped up its
Piney Branch Elementary
School English as a Second
Language (PBES ESOL)
Community Book Club series with a lively, free-ranging conversation
with Talk of Takoma host Eric Bond and broadcast on Takoma Radio
WOWD- 94.3 FM on June 16.
PBES ESOL students Anicka, Hiyab, Gelila, and Bitanya, their moms, and PBES ESOL
teacher, Rachna Rikhye chatted with Eric about the fun and benefits in reading and talking about books through the Friends-sponsored Book Club, catching up to grade-level
English through the joy of reading, the experiences of immigrant families navigating
Takoma schools and our community, and how our library serves as such a valuable community resource for them.
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Listen to the show on Talk of Takoma's archive at www.takomaradio.org. The delight of
3
the kids and parents is infectious, and you will have as much fun as they when you listen.

by Tim Rahn

The award-winning young adult novel, The Poet X
by Elizabeth Acevedo will be discussed by the
Friends Book Group on Wednesday, October 16 at
7:30 in the Azalea Room at the Takoma Park Community Center.
Written in verse, The Poet X, tells how a young
Xiomara Batista in Harlem struggles with her family, religion, and adolescence in all its angst-ridden
guises—acceptance, friendship, and sexuality. Eventually, she turns to slam
poetry as her outlet to express what she feels.
Acevedo herself began participating in poetry slams at 14 and was a National
Slam Champion. A Dominican-American, she received a BA in performing
arts from George Washington University and an MFA in creative writing
from the University of Maryland.

Dates to Remember
for Book Groups:
Oct 16, Wednesday,
7:30 pm: The Poet X,
Hydrangea Room
Oct 23, Wednesday,
7:30 pm: The Sound and
the Fury, opening lecture
@ Historic Takoma
November 6, 20, &
December 4 7:30 pm,
continuing discussion of
The Sound and the Fury
@ TP Community Center

“Somehow, Acevedo’s powerful free verse manages to stay contained within
the book’s covers,” wrote Julie Fogliano in The New York Times. “The force
and intensity behind her words practically pushes them off the page, resulting in a verse novel that is felt as much as it is heard. This is a book from the
heart, and for the heart.”
The Poet X won the 2018 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. The novel also received the prestigious CILIP Carnegie Award from UK
librarians earlier this year. Acevedo is the first woman of color to win this
award.

by Phil Schewe

What makes a masterpiece a masterpiece?
Why do certain books continue to be read
through the years? The Friends Big Book
Club is dedicated to answering these questions. The group meets
several times a year to do a deep analysis of a great book. This
Fall’s 2019 selection is William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury. Discussions will begin on October 23 at Historic Takoma, with
a reception and lecture by GWU Professor Evelyn Schreiber. Club
members will meet at the Takoma Park Community Center for further discussions on November 6, November 20 and December 4.
All discussions will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Copies of Faulkner’s landmark American novel in a Norton Critical
Edition are now available at the library. All are welcome to attend
the Friends book discussions.
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The next Friends of the
Takoma Park Maryland
Library book sale will
take place Saturday, Oct
19, from 10 to 3 on the
lawn outside the library
– or, if raining, inside
the community center.
Please consider donating and buying books.
All proceeds go to support programs at the
library – such as Spanish and French Circle
Times, SummerQuest,
author appearances and
book clubs.
Book donations may be
dropped at the library
by October 16. They
should be in very good
condition and of general
interest. If you have
more than three cartons, please make an
appointment before
bringing them in. (301)
891-7259
We also are looking for
volunteers for setup,
sales table and cleanup
on the day of the sale. If
you can help, contact
Francis Nugent at
fjnugent@gmail.com.

Photographs by Maurice Belanger

Friends Sponsored Panel Discussion: In
honor of the 50th Anniversary of the Coretta
Scott King Book Awards with Jason Reynolds,
Eloise Greenfield, and Deborah Taylor. A
large crowd turned out for the historic event!
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and the monthly Petites Chansons/French Circle Time on Saturdays, both sponsored by the
Friends. Among our regular
monthly programs are the LEGO
Club, Kids Art, Comics Jam,
Caldecott Club, and Alternative
Games. Weekly programs include
By Karen MacPherson
Tuesday Circle Time and our
We’ve got a great and diverse line- Wednesday morning early literacy
programs, as well as the nearup of special programs for kids
and families this fall at the library! weekly Scribblers Cabal. To learn
more, check out the “events” tab
Several programs are sponsored
on our website
by the Friends of the Library, including Scary Stories in October, (www.takomapark.info/library) as
Eaglebear & Friends in November, well as our Facebook page
(Takoma Park Maryland Library)
and our annual Winter Solstice
and our Twitter account
celebration in December. Other
(@takoma).
upcoming special programs, featuring top authors for kids, are
connected to the library’s partnership with Politics and Prose
Bookstore.
Of course, these special programs
are in addition to the many regular kids’ programs offered by the
library. These include our weekly
Spanish Circle Time on Thursdays

ALL EVENTS ARE IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM AT THE LIBRARY
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED!
OCT 26 @ 10:30 AM — FOLK
SINGERS CHIP AND DEBBIE
JONES LEAD A FOLK SONG SING
-A-LONG
OCT 28, 7PM AND 7:50 PM —
STORYTELLER CANDACE WOLF
NOV 4 @ 7PM — EAGLEBEAR
NOV 8 @ 7 PM — TP MAYOR
KATE STEWART JOINS KIDS’
AUTHOR ANDREA BEATY
DEC 19 @ 6:30PM — WINTER
SOLSTICE CELEBRATION
SPANISH CIRCLE TIME —
THURSDAY MORNING @ 10:30
AM

Monday, Oct 28 at 7 and 7:50 pm, Storyteller Candace
Wolf tells some spooky tales our popular annual Scary Stories program. Two shows: 7 for ages 5-7 (less scary), and
7:50 for ages 8 and up (scarier!).

FRENCH CIRCLE TIME — ONCE
A MONTH ON A SATURDAY
MORNING @ 10:30 AM
SEE PAGE 7 FOR ALL THE MANY
OTHER EVENTS IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM AT
THE LIBRARY!

Monday, November 4 at 7 pm, Eaglebear brings friends and family
to share their Apache an Xicano culture through songs, stories and
dances.
Friday, November 8 at 7 pm, Takoma Park Mayor Kate Stewart
joins Children’s author Andrea Beaty in presenting Beaty’s new book,
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez.
Thursday, December 19, 6:30 pm, Annual Winter Solstice celebration!

Photographs by Maurice Belanger
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by Karen MacPherson

Here’s a rundown of our special Fall programs:
__ Wednesday, Oct. 2, 7:30 pm – Kids’ novelist Hena Khan talks
about her new book, More to the Story, an update on Little
Women featuring four Muslim sisters and a contemporary setting. You may have missed the program but don’t miss the book!
__ Thursday, Oct. 3, 7:30 pm – Graphic novelist Kevin McCloskey spotlights his new book, Ants Don’t Wear Pants, the latest in
the Giggle & Learn comics series. You may have missed the
program but don’t miss the book!
__ Tuesday, Oct. 15, 7 pm – Kids’ author Julie Fogliano reads and discusses
her new picture book, Just In Case You Want to Fly, illustrated by Caldecott
Honor artist Christian Robinson.
__ Saturday, Oct. 26, 10:30 am – Folk singers Chip and Debbie Jones lead a folk song
sing-a-long for all ages.
__ Monday, Oct. 28, 7 pm.& 7:50 pm – Storyteller Candace Wolf tells some spooky tales
our popular annual Scary Stories program. Two shows: 7-7:45 pm for ages 5-7 (less
scary stories), and 7:50-8:50 pm for ages 8 up (scarier stories).
__ Monday, Nov. 4, 7 pm – Eaglebear (aka Tomas Shash) brings friends and family to
share their Apache and Xicano culture through songs, stories and dances.
__ Friday, Nov. 8, 7 pm – Takoma Park Mayor Kate Stewart joins kids’ author Andrea
Beaty in presenting Beaty’s new picture book, Sofia Valdez, Future Prez.
__Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 pm — award-winning author Minh
Le presents his newest picture book, The Perfect Seat.
__Monday, Nov 18, 7:30 pm — Children’s author Inno
Nagara and Hena Khan discuss Nagara’s new book about
civic activism for all ages, M Is For Movement.
__ Thursday, Dec. 19, 6:30 pm – All are welcome at our
annual Winter Solstice celebration. We’ll start with a drum
circle led by musician Bill Jenkins, then at 7:30 pm, the
Foggy Bottom Morris Men will swoop in with songs, dances
and high spirits.
Look for more programs on the TPML web page,
www.takomapark.info/library and clicking on “events,” or
come to the library or scheduling information.

Ingrid Sullivan, Age 10, 5th Grade
August 20, 2019
Journey to the River Sea
By Eva Ibbotson
Exploring the jungle, sailing across the
world, meeting new people and new things…it’s all
packed into Eva Ibbotson’s Journey to the River Sea. Ibbotson makes
everything from the beautiful jungle to the Carter’s languorous bungalow seem mysterious and exciting. This is one of the many things I love
about this book. Journey to the River Sea is realistic fiction and tells a
tale of a girl who lives happily in England, then finds family in the Amazon and has to learn to live and deal with the incredibly mean Carter
twins. I love how Journey to the River Sea makes you feel like you are
part of the book, as it is filled with great words that help me visualize
the scene the author is painting in my mind. Also, the main character
Maia has an amazing personality, and is a great example to girls who
need confidence to achieve their dreams. Maia always has a thirst for
adventure and she becomes fast friends with everybody (except the
Carter twins!). The one thing I wish is that Journey to the River Sea was
a series. I think Eva Ibbotson could have turned the first book into a
whole world! To sum it up Journey to the River Sea is a really great
book. It makes the reader go on adventures with the characters, learn
about the Amazon, and much more. This book is flying off the shelves
so check it out at the Takoma Park Library!
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Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland
Library
Photographs by Maurice Belanger

101 Philadelphia Ave., Takoma Park, MD
20912

Visit the Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland Library website at ftpml.org to
learn about upcoming FTPML events. On the website, you can donate and become a member of FTPML. You can also read about our recent events, and find
information about our book clubs, book sales, and library programs for children
and adults that are made possible by your membership donation.

www.cityoftakomapark.org/library

For news articles related to TPML’s holding and initiatives as well as announcements of FTPML programs and book groups, follow FTPML on Facebook!

Francis Nugent, President

Visit the Friends at www.ftpml.org

FTPML Board Members

Deborah Nelson, Vice President
Walter Mulbry, Treasurer
Mark Fisher, Secretary
Gina Lambright, Member at Large
Sonya Mallinoff, Member-at-Large & Newsletter Editor & Membership
Anand Parikh, Member-at-Large
Ruth Polk, Member at Large
Sylvie Shaffer, Member-at-Large
Cathy Surace, Member at Large, Membership
Wendy Turman, Member at Large
Rebekah Zanditon, Member-at-Large
Ellen Arnold-Robbins, Ex-Officio Member,
Director of the Takoma Park Maryland Library
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