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Lisa Page  
 
 
 
 
Takoma Park resident, writer and educator Lisa Page will speak at the annu-
al meeting of the Friends of Takoma Park Maryland Library (FTPML) 
on Tuesday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m. in the children’s room of the li-
brary.  Page will discuss her new book, We Wear the Mask: 15 True Stories 
of Passing in America, edited by Brando Skyhorse and Lisa Page. Kirkus 
Reviews offered this analysis: “In presenting these insightful, provocative 
life experiences, the editors give inquisitive readers (some of whom may be 
passing themselves) nutritious food for thought...Sharply drawn reflections 
on identity, fluidity, stereotypes, marginalization, and cultural assumption.” 
  
Lisa Page directs the creative writing program at George Washington Uni-
versity where she is an assistant professor of English.  Her work has ap-
peared in the Virginia Quarterly Review, American Short Fiction, the Crisis, 
Playboy and the Washington Post Book World. 
 
Following Page’s talk, the FTPML will review activities of the last year and 
conduct board elections. This year, the following positions are up for re-
election: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Members-At-Large. Any 
member of the Friends whose dues are current may be a candidate for office 
and may vote. Members wishing to be candidates for vacant positions 
should send a brief biographical statement to the front desk of the library for 
inclusion in a printed ballot. Members may also be nominated from the floor 
at the meeting.  This event is open to the public, and all are welcome to at-
tend. 
 
FTPML has been active in fundraising and advocacy for the library since 
1994. For information about activities sponsored by the Friends and the 
many programs they support, visit http://www.ftpml.org.  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Annual Meeting ..................................... 1 

Spring for Poetry ................................... 2 

Little Free Libraries .............................. 3 

Children’s Room………………………………4 

Big Book Club ........................................ 5 

Spanish Circle Time .............................. 5 

WOWD…………………………………………...6 

UPCOMING DATES: 

• Annual Meeting — March 27 

• Big Book Club Next Meeting—  
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• Next Favorite Poem Evening —   
April 24 
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• French Circle Time — One Saturday  
a month, 10:30 a.m. (call to register) 
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More poetry in April!  Favorite Poem Evening.   
Tuesday, April 24, 2018. 

Read or just listen to favorite poems!  Details at 
www.ftpml.org 

By Merrill Leffler 

If winter comes, can spring be far behind, wrote the English poet 
Percy Bysshe Shelley. The succession of flowers will soon be 
springing up throughout the city and in April, along Carroll Ave-
nue from the Junction to Old Town, new poetry posters will have 
seemingly sprung anew as they have over the last eleven years.  

 In 2007, the Friends began collaboration with the Montgom-
ery College School of Art and Design in which second-year graph-
ic arts students design poetry posters of poems that a small com-
mittee selects. Friends board members Merrill Leffler and 
Michele Morgan have been presenting the program to students 
each year and giving them critical feedback on their initial de-
signs. Many of those designs are stunning. There are more than 
200 posters, most of which can be seen on-line at www.ftpml.org. 

 Conceived by Leffler, Morgan and Ann Slayton, the Friends 
have the posters professionally laminated, then frame 
and mount them on specially installed poles, assisted 
by the city’s Public Works department. 

 This year’s selection of poems range widely: 
translations from 13th century Arabic, Spanish, He-
brew and Welsh, as well as modern and contempo-
rary American poets. 

 Visit the Friends website and let us have your 
thoughts about the posters and recommendation of 
poems for the future. 

FANNIE LOU HAMER — FILM 
AND DISCUSSION 

SPRING FOR POETRY IN TAKOMA PARK 
2018 

It was a full house on February 1 in the city council 
auditorium as the Friends of the Takoma Park Mary-
land Library and the City of Takoma Park hosted a 
film by Robin Hamilton “This Little Light of Mine: 
The Legacy of Fannie Lou Hamer.” The screening 
was followed by a discussion with the filmmaker and 
José Morales, Community Engagement and Projects 
Director for the National Democratic Redistricting 
Committee. The discussion was moderated by An-
drew Penn. 

Federico Garcia 
Lorca (1898-1936) 

Six Strings 

 

The guitar 

makes dreams cry. 

The sobbing 

of lost souls 

escapes  

its round mouth. 

And like the tarantula 

it weaves a 
huge star 

to catch sighs 

that float on its 
black 

wood back. 

  

Photograph and Article by Maurice Belanger 



 

 

Next 

Book Sale:   

The Friends of the 

Takoma Park Mary-

land Library Spring 

Book sale will be 

May 12 from 10 to 3 

on the Library Lawn. 

Little 

Free Libraries! 
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Nature’s first green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold. 

Her early leafs a flower; 

But only so an hour. 

Robert Frost (1874—1963) 

Excerpt from Nothing Gold Can Stay 

FTPML purchased and installed its first little free library (LFL) at the end of 

2013.  Board members partnered with the Takoma Park Silver Spring Coop to 

proudly install the LFL that stands today in front of the Coop. 

The Johnny Appleseed of the FTPML little free library effort is Walter Mulbry, 

the FTPML board member who designs, builds and installs LFL’s around 

Takoma Park.  He places little libraries in locations with much foot traffic.  

Friends also prefer areas where residents do not have easy access to the Takoma 

Park Maryland Library.  See www.ftpml.org map of Takoma Park’s little free 

libraries installed by FTPML and by homeowners. 

LFL oversees the library in the neighborhood.  Consumers are delighted and a 

few share their thoughts. 

For Michelle Dudley, little free libraries 

remind her of her mother, who loved 

books and reading.  This might explain 

why Michelle has a deep proprietary inter-

est in the Friends’ LFL near her home on 

Flower Avenue.  From its first day, this 

little library was a success.  Books disap-

peared overnight.   

Rosa Sanchez de Osegueda is a grateful consumer of the LFL installed in the 

Crossroads neighborhood in Langley Park.  She loves having access to books 

for herself and her children.  Rosa is a fan of the economic and environmental 

aspects of little free libraries.  Reusing books saves trees for the planet and 

money for her pocket. 

Kevin Adler oversees a FTPML little library on Larch Avenue.  His family has 

had their LFL for about three years.  During that time, Kevin has tried to have 

lots of books for kids and teens – even comics – because LFL is very close to a 

school bus stop.  Kevin’s LFL has become a neighborhood social spot.  While 

Kevin takes pride in adding new books every week, his favorite moment is 

when he sees books he didn’t put there, which tells him that neighbors also are 

sharing with the community.  

On a sunny spring day (coming soon), you might want to walk the LFL route 

(map in the FTPML site).  Be sure to bring a bag so you can take a book or 

leave one. 

http://www.ftpml.org


 

 

CHILDRENS PROGRAMS AT THE LIBRARY 

By Karen MacPherson 

Funding from the Friends of the Takoma Park Maryland Library (FTPML) 

plays a key part in ensuring a diverse array of programs for kids. One great 

example is our popular Summer Quest reading program. For nearly two 

decades, the Friends have sponsored Summer Quest, created annually by 

Library Associate Dave Burbank, and is unique in Maryland. Last year more 

than 250 kids participated in the program which offers a “read-to-advance” 

game built around an adventure story. It’s a fun way for children and adults 

to structure their summer reading. We also have an early literacy version for 

babies, toddlers and preschoolers. Summer Quest 2018 is scheduled to 

kick off on Monday, June 4, at 7 p.m. – mark your calendars for the 

start of another summer of great reading!  

The Friends also fund our monthly Petites Chansons/French Circle Time, 

led by Madame Marie. The program takes place on a Saturday morning, and 

is one of the only French programs offered for young children by libraries in 

our area.  Registration is encouraged for Petites Chansons so we can keep 

you updated about when the program will take place each month.  To regis-

ter, go to www.tinyurl.com/tplibraryevents or call us at 301-891-7259. Sepa-

rately, the Friends donate funds to purchase French books to add to the Li-

brary’s collection, for both children and adults.  FTPML also sponsors sever-

al Spanish Circle Times, which you can read about on the next page! 

Another way that FTPML helps boost our children’s programs is by funding 

the purchase of equipment. From our monthly Caldecott Club and Comics 

Jam programs to the near-weekly Scribbler’s Cabal, these pieces of equip-

ment allow us to offer engaging programs to kids and teens. In addition, the 

Friends have purchased books for our annual Mock Caldecott for Adults pro-

grams, as well as sets of books for our Wednesday morning Early Literacy 

programs, led by children’s librarian Kati Nolfi. 

So, as you can see, we really do get (more than) a little help from our 

Friends! 

http://www.ftpml.org.    For more information check our website! 

THE  

CHILDREN’S  

ROOM 

SUMMER QUEST 
KICK-OFF  —
MONDAY 6/4 @ 7P.M. 

SPANISH CIRCLE 
TIME — THURSDAY   
10:15 OR 11 A.M.  

SPANISH CIRCLE 
TIME @ KOOL 
SMILES — 1ST AND 
3RD TUESDAYS 10 
A.M. 

FRENCH CIRCLE 
TIME  — SATURDAY 
A.M.  (CALL 301-891-
7259 TO REGISTER) 
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HORA DEL  
CÍ RCULO   
ESPAÑOL!   

On Thursday mornings, Señora Geiza leads a Spanish 
Circle Time. The program is so popular that the Friends 

agreed last year to sponsor a second program each 

Thursday. Participants now can choose between a 
10:15-10:45 a.m. program or the 11-11:30 a.m. pro-

gram. In addition, the Friends are sponsoring a five-month pilot 
outreach version of Spanish Circle Time, also led by Señora 

Geiza. This program, which began Feb. 6, will take place at 10 

a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays at Kool Smiles dental of-

fice, located at 1147 University Blvd. East. 

Medieval Norway 

by Phillip F. Schewe 

      

Literature allows you to see what 

it’s like to be another person liv-

ing in another time.  This imagi-

native exercise will often enhance 

your own life.  That’s why mil-

lions of books are read each year, 

to obtain all that vicarious living.   

    Book clubs further this process.   

Right here in Takoma Park, the 

Big Book Club tackles two books 

each year, one in the fall and one 

in the spring.  We get an expert 

on that book to address the club, 

and then in the weeks following 

we meet for several discussion 

sessions.  Some of our recent col-

lections include such books as 

Dickens’s “Our Mutual Friend,” 

St. Augustine’s “Confessions,” 

and Tolstoy’s “Anna Karenina.”  

    

 

 

The book for spring 2018 

is  Kristin Lavransdatter, a trilo-

gy of books by Sigrid Undset 

(1882-1949) about life 

in Medieval Scandinavia, espe-

cially one woman’s tribulations 

and her eventual conversion to 

Catholicism.   These novels were 

the principal work that earned 

Undset the Nobel Prize for litera-

ture in 1928. 

    The Big Book Club’s spring 
sessions will be as follows: On 13 
March Tiina Nunnally, who trans-
lated the book from Norwegian 
into English, will speak at the 
Takoma Park library (7:30 p.m.).  
She’ll talk about the book and the 
translation process.  Following 
that, club members will meet to 
discuss the book.  On three 
Wednesday nights — March 28, 
April 11, and April 25, all at 7:30 
p.m. — we’ll meet at the Takoma 
Park Community Center. 

SPANISH CIRCLE TIME 

BIG BOOK CLUB 
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Friends of the Takoma Park Mary-

land Library 

101 Philadelphia Ave., Takoma Park, MD  

20912 

www.cityoftakomapark.org/library 

Visit the Friends at www.ftpml.org 

 

FTPML Board Members 

Deborah Nelson, President 

Pat Hanrahan, Vice President 

Walter Mulbry, Treasurer & Membership 

Sylvie Shaffer, Secretary 

Miriam Szapiro, Member-at-large 

Rebekah Zanditon, Member-at-large 

Michelle Morgan, Member-at-large & for-

mer Newsletter editor 

Merrill Leffler, Book Sale Coordinator 

Claudine Schweber 

Anand Parikh 

Ellen Arnold-Robins, Ex-Officio Member, 

Director of the Takoma Park Maryland 

Library 

Newsletter editor: 

Sonya Mallinoff 

 

 

FTPML 
SPONSORS 

LOTS OF 
THINGS! 
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Book Clubs!  Poetry!  Children’s 

Circle Time!  Summer Quest!   

FTPML 
PARTNERS 
WITH 
WOWD—
94.3FM 

 

By Pat Hanrahan 
 

FTPML has and continues to join with Historic 
Takoma and Montgomery College on important 
initiatives. This past October, we launched a 
partnership with Takoma Park’s own radio sta-
tion, WOWD (94.3FM). Our programs feature 
FTPML members and TPML librarians, and 
highlights our library’s wonderful resources. Past 
topics have been diverse: French books in the 
TPML collection, tips for selecting children’s 
books and our Spring for Poetry initiative. Fea-
tures in development include delicious meals 
from TPML cookbooks, the array of graphic 
books in the library’s holdings, TPML’s Spanish-
language resources and the pleasures of hosting a 
little free library.  
 
Listen on the 4th Sunday of the month, at 1 p.m., 

for a 30-minute conversation on FTPML facts 

and fun! Follow “Friends of Takoma Park Mary-

land Library” on Facebook for program updates. 

https://mauricebelanger.smugmug.com/2017-Photos/FTPML-2017/n-tsW5zS/i-2Vnfx2G


 

 



 

 


